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1 fal] B0 Newfield gradoate Laurs
I&mth applied for and received a

ETant for $1,500 frmm United! Way
Youth Philanthreps to start 1 @aden on
thi enmipies of har almi mater “Tt wiis
il o bl the fenées and to make well
Blnekeri-off beds,™ sakl Linda Poppletan,
Laura's mother amd parine in Grapans
Hope Togethion & nop-profit eatablished
by L in 2000 "Bricks delineste the
Lids. The berls are threa-feet by siz-feet
there are nine of them, Each kid gets
their own ot and thiy choose what to
plant and grow” The Emery Memorzal
Garden is next to'the Kellopps Corners
sehonthouwse,

Thi larger vizion of the Newfield gar-
den project melides & garden it weatern
Kenya. Smith graduated from Newfield
High School ‘in- 2008 and in her - senior
vear at Cornell went abroad to. cast
Afriea, “In Henya 1 was mostly in
Majrebi, bat alse traveled to western
Kenya,! Smith recounted, When she
aneaantered the rimd poverty of the
Take region, whre the father of her host
family had grown up, she decided Uhat
she warted to do-something to! change
conditions thers. "1 asloed the Kenyans,
That o vou want to do? Their third
language is English, after theie. tribal
Innmiage and Swahili z0 [ decided 1
would write grants Tor them.”

A an underrraduate Smith's campts
employment had involved grant writing;
it waz somethingr he knew how to do and
wiks difficult for the Konvans, ©1 talked
to- Ui ehief of the' village and the kead-
magter of the school, and there was a ot
of talk abbit *What is sestainable?™"
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Eventually their attention focused on

the sehosl children. “4ll the cooking was
dene over open fires, which were not
ready when the Lids went off to sehool,”
spick Srnith, “So they would go all day at
gehioo] withont eating, and the teachers
were having a bard time Keeping . their
attention." S0 Smith wrote a grant 1o
fund a school meal program.
AIDS has greatly reduced the adult pop-
ulation of Barge areas of Africa. 1t has
devastated the-farm work foree” Smith
sabl. "Agrieulture vdueation is not part of
the curricolum anvmors, abd felds are
not being worked.” Zhe wanted Lo rei-
troduee the children to apriculture. “So
thiew know how to grow up in their: o
villire and make agriculture work,” she
explamed, “and wol have to move to the
cities, where there are really no.opporiu-
nities."

T grareden:in Simanva, Kenya on the
shwreof Lake Victoria is almost two
Aok in-size now “Most bip projects
tiend o fail i east Afviea," Smith sad,
“The gavdon tloes not entively fecd the
seipol, hatit has been corpletely adopt-

el by the Kenyan school. T just show up

sometimes and talk to them abont it,”
Smith looked a0 Simenya, and she

Inoked bt Mowlield, wod she saw two

rural communities that histerieally lpd

agrienlturally-based economies, She
wanted to make a connection. "I
approached [farmer superintendeont] Bill
Hurley and told him about the gardening
profect in Kenya,” Smith ssid, A part-
nership: between the:two. sehools was
attractive to Hurley becavse he always
wanted to open up Newfield studonts te
the rest of the world.,” Hurley
approsched. Newfield teachers with the
ides and got the most rezponse from the
third grade. One of the modules in the
third grade curriculim is
“Communities.” The teachers invaobved
inelude Jon Armetrong, who was Laura’s
third prade teacher, and Sue Sholis,
Elementary sehool prineipal Vieky
Volpicelli is also a strong supporter of
‘the project.

“Loura fell in love with Kenya and
grow olose toher Kenvan family” said
Poppleton, ~She started her own non-
prrofit, amd then Her younger sister got
invobved. We were all justin Kenva in
March." Last week Evin Smith pave the
third praders s lesson in how to trans-
plant proparly

“IUs o grardening projoel with learn-
i units about Afrdean conntiies," said
Fopplaton. "They learn about the differ-
ences between the schaais between the:
animals. We do s Lot of alide shows"
After praduntion Smith went to work for
Cornell Conperative Extonsion, working
{0 develop thesatellite farmers markels
in Tromiansburg, Groten and Danby, “We
hived 14 to 16 vear-olds toowork st the

farmers’ markets and delivered  notri-

tional eddcation at thi mar]-:;ata &-‘111.1th

said: *Interest in mardening is prowing.”
She then moved on to the Cornell Food *
and Brand lal *They study why people:
ceat what they de, " Smith said, “Wewant

to: cencourage Kids to dat healthion” She

will hi atarting her Philiin internation-

al nutrition in the fall.

“We just planted the other day™ said
Foppleton., "Over the summer Laurs,
Etin and volonteers will take care of the
garden with some help (Fom the kids in
the summer rec. program.” Volpicelli is
eager to involve the summer campers in
the maintenance of the ‘marden. “They
will bawe small programs during the kar-
veat [in the fall] where they mauke salads,
Mast of the ‘.‘egﬂtkhluﬁ will go to the
Mewfleld food bank.”

All of this wias begun by a college st
dent after a semester in Kenya, “The
families. [in Kenyal opened their homes
and- théir - heirts to me!” Smith said.
“Phat docsn't happen much in the LS
It's sounds eorny, Tlnow, but it misde me
thirk, What can T do 1o give back?™

Fer more information see
waww prowinghopet opetherory.



